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TATA OSDD Fellowship 
 
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust has awarded a Grant to enable Council of Scientific & 
Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi for operating TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship 
(TCOF) to support students and young researchers who will participate in the 
process of “crowd sourcing” as a method of research on open source discovery of 
drugs for neglected diseases like Tuberculosis (TB) and Malaria. The Grant amounts 
to Rs.285.75 lakhs for a period of 3 years.  
 
Objectives of the Fellowship 
 
The objective of this fellowship is to train a large number of researchers / students on 
drug discovery related scientific areas through the work of Open Source Drug 
Discovery (OSDD) for neglected diseases. 
 
The fellowship will be given to researchers who may or may not be currently 
students - such as for example the women scientists who are working from home, 
independent researchers who may be post doctoral and doctoral fellows or even 
post graduates with excellent track record. 
 
Through TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship (TCOF) CSIR-OSDD seeks: 
  

 to provide fellowships to the researchers contributing to OSDD projects, to attend 
national and international conferences in their area of research; 

 to provide the students who collaborate online on OSDD projects, an amount of 
money that could cover the cost of internet connectivity;  

 to cover the costs of few visits to the academic labs and universities;  

 to provide summer/winter/short-term fellowship, to work on OSDD projects under 
leadership of its scientists; 

 to provide women researchers a Fellowship to pursue research on OSDD 
projects and to meet the expenditure incurred on their internet connectivity while 
collaborating online on OSDD projects.  

 
Detailed work plan for a TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship (TCOF) 
 
Methodology of Selection and Administration 
 
OSDD has been working with distributed community and has a number of Principal 
Investigators (PIs) who have demonstrated leadership abilities in leading challenging 
scientific projects involving large research community. It carries out a number of 
crowd sourcing / citizen science activities.  
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The fellowship will be awarded in the following fashion:  
 

 The fellowship will be awarded in a transparent manner. 

 The Fellowship will be awarded to students working with an OSDD Principal 
Investigator (PI) who has posted a project on Sysborg portal of OSDD. The 
challenge should be posted online with details of the clear objectives and subject 
requirements for the participants. The challenge should also define a time frame 
in which the PI is expected to execute the project. The mode of participation 
(virtual or physical) should also be mentioned clearly at all stages of the project 
implementation.  
 

 There will be an open call to PIs on the OSDD website inviting projects to be 
considered under TATA Fellowship.  

 

 The challenge should be open for anyone to register and be considered for 
participation. 

 

 The TATA-OSDD Fellowship will be coordinated by the following members who 
shall be called TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship coordinators (TCOF): 

 

 Dr. G. Narahari Sastry, Sr. Principal Scientist, CSIR-IICT, Hyderabad  

 Dr. K. V. Radhakrishnan, Principal Scientist, CSIR-NIIST 

 Dr. Nagasuma Chandra, Associate Professor, Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore 

 Dr. Ramana Chepuri V, Principal Scientist, CSIR-NCL 

 Dr. Urmi Bajpai, Associate Professor, Acharya Narendra Dev College, New 
Delhi 

 Dr. U.C.A. Jaleel, Scientist, SID, CSIR-OSDD Research Unit, Bangalore 
(Convener) 

 
The TCOF will ensure peer-review of the projects proposed by PIs for TATA 
fellowship for well defined deliverables as also decide the number of fellowship to 
be assigned for a specific project.  

 

 PI may do a preliminary screening of the participants to shortlist those with ability 
to address the problem. In this process the PI will be able to gauge and 
recommend the researchers who will deserve the fellowship to TCOF convener 
who shall intimate the final decision of TCOF. It is up to the decision of the PI to 
identify the stage at which fellowships need to be activated for the participating 
members in a project. 

 

 The fellowship may range anywhere from one month to up to a year. The PI 
along with one co-opted expert from TCOF may evaluate the contributions / 
performance of the participating members at the end of first three months to 
recommend further support. 

 

 Each fellowship recipient will be required to upload their contributions on the 
OSDD portal so that the result of their work is available to the community at large. 
As the contribution will be available online with date and time stamp against each 
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contribution, administration, and work monitoring being done on the Web in a 
transparent manner.  
 

 The TATA-OSDD fellows will be trained extensively on the skills required for 
solving the problem by the PI.  

 

 Candidates who are drawing salary or fellowships for research activities from 
other sources are not eligible for regular fellowship, except in cases where they 
are contributing to the projects and need travel support for project related work / 
reimbursement of internet expenses or present the research work at national or 
international conferences.  

 

 There are areas like Synthetic Chemistry, Medicinal Chemistry, Biological 
experiments, where researchers will have to physically be present in the 
laboratories. These researchers will be eligible for the fellowship in the same 
manner as online community. Such researchers will be selected by the PIs 
through advertisement on the OSDD website and a selection process involving 
one member of TCOF.  

 
 

 Any person whom the PI can justify fit for the project is eligible for this fellowship. 
The delivery from the participants, their training and any logistics are as per the 
decision of the PI. 

 

 Any Fellow leaving the project before completion should inform the PI at least 15 
days in advance, failing which the candidate will not be eligible for further 
financial support or certificate of contribution. 

 
TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship for Women Researchers 
 

 There will be a component of TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship for Women 
Researchers which may extend upto 30% of the total fellowship. This is to 
encourage women researchers working from home to participate in drug 
discovery efforts. TATA CSIR-OSDD Women Fellowship coordinators (TCOWF) 
mentioned below will ensure larger participation and transparency in selection 
process. 

 

 Dr. Nagasuma Chandra, Associate Professor, Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore 

 Dr. Urmi Bajpai, Associate Professor, Acharya Narendra Dev College, New 
Delhi 

 Dr. Andrew Lynn, Associate Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi 

 Dr. U.C.A. Jaleel, Scientist, SID, CSIR-OSDD Research Unit, Bangalore 

 Dr. Swati Subodh (Convener) 
 

 In absence of deserving candidates in TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowships for 
Women Researchers, these fellowships can be availed by other PI driven project 
participants based on the TCOWF recommendations. 
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 In the case of TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowships for Women Researchers, anyone 
with relevant qualification could directly apply with an independent project 
proposal submitted online. The Fellowship may also be awarded to those 
participating in PI driven projects also. In case of projects that require lab support, 
the Fellow should identify a lab for the same. 

 
Certificate of Contribution 
 
All Fellows will be given a certificate of their contributions signed by the lead PI, 
Convener and the Head / Project Director, CSIR-OSDD Unit. 
 
Accommodation 
 
OSDD has setup open labs at different institutes. The PI in-charge of the open labs 
may organize accommodation for the visiting students on a first come first served 
basis. Such accommodation will be available out of TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship at 
Bangalore.  
 
The tenure of the fellowship 
 
The TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship is a short term fellowship. It will be awarded 
initially for a period upto six months, after which PI will do the evaluation of the 
candidate(s) along with representatives of TCOF & TCOWF. Depending on the 
nature of the project, the fellowship may be recommended for extension. Extension 
beyond six months will be assessed based on contributions available on Sysborg 
and the performance of the Fellow. For all extension beyond one year the approval 
has to be granted by TCOF or TCOWF as the case may be.  

 
Monthly Stipend / Honorarium 
 

 Rs.10,000 per student, for 50 students per year depending on the duration of the 
project.  
 

 The amount of fellowship is envisaged to be Rs.10,000/- per month, but may be 
increased in deserving cases. Any such increase shall be based on the merit of 
the candidate as decided by TCOF / TCOWF. 

 
 

Internet connectivity 
 
For the students who are doing online projects, a support for Rs.1000/- per month for 
the project duration will be available. 
 
Domestic Travel  
 
Travel support will be available for project related activities to travel for research 
purposes 
 

i) to research institutes, OSDD-collaborating labs, and to centers to conduct 
research or meet with the scientists / experts on neglected diseases by train / 
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bus (upto Rs2000/year, for 50 students; assuming 2 visits in a year with a cost 
of upto Rs1000/visit) 

ii) to attend one national conference on the area of the project as recommended 
by the PI, (upto Rs10,000/year). This will include travel by train/bus, 
registration fee of the conference, accommodation and food for the duration of 
the conference.  

iii) To participate in a workshop involving other recipients of TATA CSIR-OSDD 
Fellowship who are widely dispersed across the nation for actual face to face 
meetings and meeting of experts.  

 
The travel support will be granted by the conveners of TCOF / TCOWF on 
recommendation of the PIs. 
 
International Travel Support 
 
Researchers who demonstrate the potential to lead the projects or become future 
scientists will be recommended for attending international scientific conferences. PI 
will do the evaluation of the candidate and if the candidate is exceptionally 
meritorious forward the recommendation for support for international travel to the 
TCOF / TCOWF for consideration and recommendation to the Project Director. If the 
Project Director is satisfied, he will approve international travel fellowship. A 
candidate will be considered only once for international travel support. It is expected 
that about three students, selected nationally based on the contributions and one trip 
per year, upto Rs. 75,000 per trip. This will be available for international collaborators 
to carry out OSDD research in India as recommended by TCOF / TCOWF. 
 
Summer Fellowship 
 
Summer Fellowship will be provided for 50 students for carrying full time work during 
summer / winter vacations. A fellowship of Rs 10,000/month will be provided for a 
maximum period of 3 months for about 50 students. Proportionate fellowship will be 
provided for lesser periods. 
 
Administration 
 
The overall coordination of the implementation of the TATA CSIR-OSDD Fellowship 
will be carried out by Dr. UCA Jaleel, and the financial management will be done by 
Mr. R L Sharma, Sr. DFA, CSIR. 
 
Overall Budget projected for a three year period is given below:  

  Per Month Per Year # of 
students 

Total 
(Rs) 

Domestic travel   12000.00 50 600000.00 

International Travel   75000.00 3 225000.00 

Internet 1000.00 12000.00 50 600000.00 

Honorarium 10000.00 120000.00 50 6000000.00 

Accomodation for students 
@OSDD-IISc open lab 

50000.00 600000.00   600000.00 

Total Fellowship Cost       8025000.00 
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  Per Month 3 months # of 
students 

Total  
(Rs) 

Summer Stipend 10000.00 30000.00 50.00 1500000.00 

Total Annual Program Cost       9525000.00 

Total Three Year Program Cost       28575000.00 

 
 
Rules & Amendments 
 
TCOF and TCOWF may formulate their own rules for effective implementation of the 
fellowship. Any amendment to the procedures described above will be done only 
after approval by a committee comprising of Head, OSDD Unit, as Chairman, with 
members Project Director and Conveners of TCOF / TCOWF. 


